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July 26, 2010 LHLE

Thomasenia Duncan, Esquire

mﬂwﬁm Commission m#_éé_‘/_@__

999 E Street, NW
Washington, DC 20463

Re: Gary MicDowell and McDowell for Congress Committee
Dear Ms. Duncan:

Pussuant to 2 USC § 437g(a)(1) and 11 CFR § 111.4, please accept this letter as a
Complaint against Gary McDowell (“McDowell”) and McDowell for

Committee (“the Committee™) for operating in violation of the Federal Election
Campaign Act of 1971, as amended (the “Act”), and Federal Election Commission
(“PEC” or “Commission™) reguiations an:d, mere specifically, for violation of the
probibittd neasfer provigion et forth in 11 CFR 110.3(d).

I Facts

McDowellforConmCommtuemhemmpdempugneommmeeforGuy
McDowell, a candidate for the United States House of Representatives, campaigning to
MMchgmsl'Cowomlmmu. The Committee filed FEC Form 1
Staternent of Organization with the FEC on May 19, 2010 (attached hereto as Exhibit 1).
McDowell Bled FEC Form 2 Stutemeit of Candidacy on the sume dut® (attached hereto
as Exhibit 2).

Aspimiiig to te Michagan Sestetary of State’s mwbsite, Supporters of Gasy McDoueli
(the “State Comnsitfee”) is a state candidate aommittes sagistenad with the Micdiigea
Depattment of State, Bureau of Elections and organized in support of McDowell’s bid for
State Representative in Michigan’s 107 State House District (see State Committee
Statement of Qrgenizatien attached hereto as Exhihit 3).

On June 7, 2010, the Commiittee received a contribution in the amount of $1,000 from
Supporters of Gary McDowell. This contribution was reported on Schedule A, Line 11C,
of the Committes’s FEC Form 3 Report of Keceipts and Disbursements filed on Jul. 17,
2010 (attackisd heroto ss Bichibit 4). No tramsfers from sutiwrized committees appeared
in Line 12 of the Detailed Summary Page of the same report.
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I. RelevantLaw

The Act and FEC regulations define contribution to include “any gift, subscription, loan,
advance, ox ssnosit oy moasy or anyiking of vadue mu:ie by any pancon for the puxpanr of
influexcing any elootiom for Fedaral affice.” 2 USC 431(8)(AXi), }1 CFR 169.52(a).

FEC regulations require the reporting of contributions from “all committees (including
political committees and committees which do not qualify as political cammittees under
the Act) which make contributions to the reporting committee during the reporting
petiod.” 11 CFR 104.3(a)(4)(ii). Contributions from these “other political committees”
are reported on Line 11C of tie FEC Foria 3. See Federal Election Commission
Camapaign Guide for Congressional Candiduios aud Comufittees av 89-90.

Comumistian reguiations simsr that a cantiidte’s mherined cammitius for ane offine
receiving a transfer from that same candidate’s authorized committee for another office
must report the total transfer. 11 CFR 104.3(a)(4)(iii)}(A). Transfers are reparted on Line
12 of the FEC Form 3 and must be itemized on Schedule A, regardless of amount. 11
CFR 104.3(a)(4)(iii)(A); see aiso Federil Election Commission Campaign Guide for
Congressional Candidates and Committees at 89-90.

However, the regulations state that “transfers of funds or asstts from a canditese’s
camsyaign committes or secount for a menfisdera elcetion to his or her principal campaign
committee or other authorized committee for a federal election are prohibited.” 11 CFR
110.3(d).

II.  Logal Apalysis

On Jul. 17, 2010, the Committee violated FEC regulations when it accepted $1,000 from
the State Committee. The State Committee is a campaign committee for a nonfederal
election. The Committee is McDowell’s principal campaign committee for a federal
election. Commission regulations plainly prohibit transfers between a candidate’s
commitiee for a nonfedexal eleptinm bo a tdndidate’s principai edwipaign Doxmaritiae.

Moereover, the Commitire attamgted to disguise the iliggal tzansfis as & camtrikntion. The
Committee reported the teceipt of $1,000 frama the State Cammiittes on Line 11C of its
FEC Form: 3 instead of reparting the receipt as a trasafer on Lime 12,

Regardless of which line the Committee used to report the receipt, acceptance of any
amouttt of money from the Stite Committee by the Committes is a transfer from
McDevwell’s monfederal campaign committee to his frincipal czmpaiign cor=mitt8e. This
constitutes am illegil transfer weder ¥EC regaldions.
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IV.  Conclusion

Upon information and belief, and based upon the facts relayed herein, Gary McDowell
and MoDovel! for Cempmss Cemmittee kine violnied the Federal Blection Campaign
Act of 1971, as amended, and Federal Election Commission Reguiatinsns. Aconrdingly,
we respectfully request that the Comminsion conduct an immediste investigation into the
violations outlined above and impose the maximum penalty under law.

The foregoing is correct and accurate to the best of my knowledge, information and
belief.

Respoafully submitted,

Swom to and subscribed before me this 2{p day of July, 2010.

Hugtinfoedo>

Sm:ofmhlgm.Cmnnyof
My Commission Expires: ,D"',ﬁ 5
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